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LABOUR M.P.s URGE BETTER 


COMMONS LIBRARY 


Qualified librarians needed 


Government measures for ameliorating the inadequate 


facilities for M.P.s in the House, Opposition members | 


pressed hard for improvements in the House of Commons | the Home Secretary offered little 


Library and its services to members. 


The Labour speakers who made 
principal reference to the Library 
position, Mrs. Barbara Castle and 
Mr. E. L. Mallalieu, were clearly 
well briefed and made a number of 
references to the report of the 
Select Committee on House 
of Commons Accommodation, 
which in 1954 had described the 
Library as “unsuited to the con- 
stant use now made of it’’. 


Comparison with Board of 
Trade Library 

Members freely acknowledged 
the “willing and helpful service” 
given by the present Library staff. 
But Mr. Mallalieu asked: “In the 
Board of Trade library they have 
trained, qualified librarians. Have 
we any in our Library?” Mrs. 
Castle questioned how, with “the 
pathetic provision we have in the 
House”, Opposition members 
could ever do their job of scruti- 
nizing the Executive, when every 
one of the Government’s 24 main 
administrative departments “has a 
library and research staff working 
overtime to give the Minister the 
wherewithal to pull the wool over 
our eyes”. 


Translations, abstracts 


The Legislative Reference 
Service of America’s Library of 
Congress was quoted by Mrs. 
Castle for comparison: “... 190 
qualified people, subject specialists 
backed up by professional refer- 
ence librarians” to serve the 534 
Senators and Congressmen. 
“Why,” asked Mrs. Castle, “can- 
not we have translators available 
in the Library? Why cannot we 
also have abstractors to do the 
gutting of documents which we 
ought to read and which we have 
no time to read?” 


A non-party matter 


Other Members deplored the 
fact that the Commons Library 
is “so short’’ of staff. ““‘The sum 
we provide for running our 
Library service,” said Mr. Carol 
Johnson, “is negligible compared 
with what most local authorities 
spend . . . We have never faced 
the problem of having a Library 
which is comparable with the 
needs of the place.” 

Both Mr. Hugh Gaitskell and 
Mr. Mallalieu urged the Govern- 
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ment to look upon this as a non- 
party matter, and Mr. Mallalieu, 


_ referring to Labour members’ 
| claims to a better library service, 


i a six-hours’ debate in the Commons on 31st March, on | 


said plainly, “‘We simply cannot 
do our job unless we have these 
library facilities.” 

Replying for the Government 


| comfort. “If we can find improve- 


ments,” said Mr. Butler, “we 
shall be only too glad to help Her 
Majesty’s Opposition to barb 
their shafts with even more know- 
ledge against the Executive. But 
even if we try to improve the 
filing system, the research system 
and the general work of the 
Library, I believe that we still 
must not ignore the fact that those 
things are not at the core of the 
real spirit of the House of Com- 
mons... However, I shall attempt 
to improve the situation to the 
best of my ability.” 


Librarians confounded 


Mr. Butler quoted a youthful 
encounter with librarians. Par- 
ticipating in a debating contest 
in America, he found that his 
American opponents had the sup- 
port of three librarians to prime 
their speakers with requisite facts 
and figures. “I can only say,” 
remarked the Home Secretary, 
“that in front of an American 
audience, the British fleet defeated 
the Spanish galleons.”’ So British 
grit is all that is needed, after all. 


Q.E.D. 











Visual Aids in the Library 


HAT of the libraries of tomorrow? Mr. A. H. T. Glover, 

author, film producer and photographer, speaking on “The 
Contribution of Visual Aids to the Library” at the North-Western 
Polytechnic on Wednesday, 10th February, said his “dream 
library” of the future took the form of the community’s focal point 
where people could meet to be instructed and entertained by means 
of the visual image, and where books would supplement the 
screen’s subject of the evening. The lecture-demonstration was 
organized in conjunction with Rank Precision Industries Ltd. 


Mr. Glover spoke of the valuable 
role visual aids were taking in the life 
of the modern library, and demon- 
strated, with the aid of both cine and 
slide projectors, how versatile were 
these two media of communication. 
Using first a film which already 
employs such devices as animation 
and time-lapse cinematography (the 
beautifully produced “Flowers at 
Work”’, an Encyclopaedia Britannica 
film), Mr. Glover showed how, by 
the use of film reversal, projection at 
“silent speed” (to increase the screen 
time by 50 per cent) and the still 
picture clutch—all standard features 
on the Bell & Howell 636 lightweight 
16 mm. sound projector—added 
stress could be given to any sequence, 
and how more detailed amplification 
of a particular point could be made 
by the lecturer himself in lieu of the 
original commentator. 

Turning to a slide and filmstrip 
projector, the speaker then embarked 


Studies in Public 
Relations 
The last lecture in the series of 
“Studies in Public Relations”, at the 
North Western Polytechnic, was 
given by Mr. Michael Higgins, 
P.R.O. to the Library Association. 
Whilst his talk was interesting and 


| instructive it was obvious that he is 


not yet ready to commit himself to a 
declared policy and it is indeed 
proper that he should deliberate long 


| and hard on the matter—the Insti- 


on an informative trip to the maize | 
| before there can be very much pro- 
to the ruins of Pompeii, and demon- | 


and vine growing areas of Italy and 


strated forcefully how interest could 


be stimulated and the appetite for | 


more information whetted by means 
of visual impact. 

Mr. Glover said he was certain 
visual aids would play an ever- 
increasing part in the dissemination 
of knowledge. “‘Many communities 
have lost their focal points,” he said. 


tute of Public Relations includes the 
phrase “planned and sustained’’ in 
its definition of the term, and 
judicious planning now will bear 
fruit later on. 

Let us hope that when a policy is 
laid down it will receive the complete 
support of librarians everywhere; on 
the evidence of the Polytechnic 
course a good number of cherished 
beliefs will have to go overboard 


gress in the general direction of 
“public”’ relations. 

Ideas on the subject ranged from 
the conviction that the most impor- 


| tant section of the public was the 
| library committee, and that if they 


“I hope that any development in the | 


library services will lead to the 
development of more focal points, 
and if that happens, I feel convinced 
that not only will libraries raise the 
level of communication, but they will 
give a new focus to community 
living.” 


were happy everyone was, to the 
unique assertion that though the 
speaker was quite prepared to lecture 
on it, he didn’t really accept that 
public relations was a necessary art. 

But this was a brave and justified 
venture on the part of the Depart- 
ment of Librarianship, if only because 
it showed that librarians are still 
largely bungling amateurs without a 
clear idea in their heads on this parti- 
cular subject. Peter LABDON (Herts). 
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Paperbacks— 
Old and New 


A new publication is to appea 
later this month as a result of 
request for such a compilatic; 
from the London and Ho: 
Counties Branch. It is to be called 
Paperbacks in Print, will be 
complete list of paperbacks avai! 
able in this country, and will be 
published quarterly at a cost o! 
6d. per issue. The annual sub- 
scription, including postage wil! 
be 3s. and orders should be 
addressed to Hansom Books, 2! 
Lower Belgrave St., S.W.1. 

A well-preserved example of one 
of the earliest “paperbacks” has 
been deposited on permanent 
loan at the British Museum. It is 
Das Buch der Lehenrecht, 1493, a 
work on feudal law, printed and 
published by Erhard Ratdolt of 
Augsburg, and one of a very 
small number of fifteenth-century 
books still extant which were 
issued with woodcut paper 


wrappers. 


Sorting them out by colour 
and smell 


A New York publisher of paper- 
backs has said that the covers of 
some of his company’s books wil! 
be impregnated with perfume 
during printing. ““The smell,” he 
said, ‘‘will last for months.’ He 
added that there would be a flora! 
smell for garden books, baked 
aromas for cookery books, and 
a saddle-leather scent for Western 
stories. 

Less ambitiously, perhaps, East- 
bourne are to identify four main 
groups of their fiction books by the 
use of coloured spots on the backs 
—tred for mysteries, blue -for 
romance, yellow for westerns, and 
green for historical novels. 

A branch library at Childs Hill, 
Hendon, is to be built—despite some 


objections—between a public house 
and a fish shop. 




















MINISTERS’ 
PROPOSALS ON 
ROBERTS REPORT 


The Secretary told the last Execu- 
tive Committee meeting that the 
L.A. was to receive the Govern- 
ment’s proposals on the Roberts 
report at the same time as they 
were sent to the local authority 
associations. It was anticipated 
that a composite meeting of all 





Successful Conference at Margate 


About 240 delegates, the largest number so far for a L. & 
H. C. Conference, held at Margate, 29th April-Ist May, 
heard a series of papers dealing broadly with the planning 
of public libraries and problems of equipment, furniture 
fittings. The Conference was remarkable in that none of 
the papers was given by a librarian. Mr. Sven Plovgaard, 
although listed in the Conference programme as an 


| Inspector of the Danish Library Inspectorate, rightly 


interested parties would follow | 
| problems of building and layout, stressing what was to 

It is expected that a Govern- | 
ment Bill on the public library | 
service will be presented to the | 


receipt of the proposals. 


next session of Parliament. 


L.A. Supports National 
Paper Museum Project 


The Library Association has 
agreed to support an appeal by 


insisted that he was an Adviser, dealt with many of the 


become almost a commonplace in later papers, i.e., that 
flexibility of interior layout was a fundamental require- 
ment of public library design. 

Mr. Edward J. Mold, a Chartered Architect, discussed problems of 


_ equipment, lighting and heating. On the last subject he showed clearly 


the British Paper and Board | 


Makers’ Association to remedy 
the fact that Great Britain is the 
only major European paper- 
producing country without a 
national paper museum. 


Together with the promise of | 


nearly all the equipment of a 
hand-made papermill, which 


would otherwise have been des- | 


troyed and so lost to posterity, 
the Museum Committee of the 
British Papermakers has 
offered part of Joynson’s paper- 
mill at St. Mary’s Cray, Kent. 


been | 


The L.A.’s contribution to the | 


appeal will go towards the cost 
of necessary alterations to Joyn- 
son’s mill and to providing a 
museum fund. 


Compulsory ry Civil D Defence 
Training 


Two librarians employed by local 
authorities have registered objec- 
tions with the L.A. Council 
against their obligation to under- 
go part-time Civil Defence train- 
ing compulsorily. 

It was stated at the Executive 
Committee that as statutory Civil 


Defence organizations, local 
authorities can enforce a_ re- 
quirement for Civil Defence 


| Library, and it is understood that 


the advantages of electric under-floor heating. Another architect, Mr. 
David Rock, who was responsible for much of the design of Bumpus’s 
bookshop in Baker Street, showed that some of the problems of housing 
and display of books are common to both bookshops and libraries. 
The final session heard a paper from Alderman Sydney Irving, M.P., 
Chairman of the Dartford Libraries Committee, who spoke on the 
public library in a changing society. It is perhaps to his credit that he 
showed an enthusiasm more proper to a librarian and managed to say 
a little at least that was new on this rather amorphous subject. 


Tottenham's windfall 

There was also a number of 
display stands. One which at- 
tracted a great interest was the 
display of furniture and fittings 
marketed by the German Public 
Libraries Central Purchasing 
Agency (Einkaufszentrale). The 
work of E.K.Z. was briefly intro- 
duced by Herr Ernestus during 
the first paper given on Friday 
evening. At the closing of the 
conference all the items displayed 
were given to Tottenham Public 


factured under licence in this 
country. 

To one delegate at least the 
conference assumed the air of a 
lecture-room—not necessarily a 
bad thing. Each of the speakers 
presented concisely a great deal 
of factual information,  inter- 
spersed with some critical com- 
ments on current practices, and 
aided by the showing of slides. 

Much of the success of the 
conference was due to the chair- 
manship of the President of the 
branch, Mr. A. W. McClellan, 
and to the thorough administra- 
tive work of the Branch Secretary, 
Mr. H. G. T. Christopher. There 
was no pre-printing of the papers 
of the conference, but they will be 
published in due course at 8s. 6d. 
Orders for copies of the con- 
ference papers should be ad 
dressed to Mr. K. M. Newbury, 
Librarian, Coulsdon and Purley 
Public Library. 


some of them may be manu- 


training by their employees, al- | 
though this means, in effect, that | 
local government officers are the 
only people who are compelled | 
to do so by the law of the land. | 
No action by the L.A. in this 
matter is possible; if a test case | 
were taken to court it would have | 
to be initiated by someone acting | 
individually. 
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ERT PELE EN am tn 


Name in the News 





Changing Guard at Chancery Lane 


Last month’s bare announcement that the librarian of 
the Patent Office, Mr. F. W. Gravell, was retiring, to be 
succeeded by Miss M. F. Webb, left a good deal unsaid. 


With the Government’s ten- 
year-old plans for building, on the 
big scale, a national reference lib- 
rary for science along the South 
Bank of the Thames, and with the 
official intention still being to 
make the Patent Office Library 
the starting point, the Civil Service 
Commissioners had a _ careful 
choice to make over the new head 
of the Library. 

We found that what invariably 
surprises the P.O.L.’s visitors is 
not solely the impressive, cathe- 
dral-like vault it occupies off 
Chancery Lane, but the fact that 
its function is quite independent 
of the business of the Patent 
Office itself. Instead, then, of 
being confined to a purely de- 
partmental role, the P.O.L. per- 
forms a time-honoured obligation 
as a public reference library in 
science, boasting open-access 
since forty years before Duff 
Brown introduced it at Finsbury 
and intensively used by well over 
2,000 people a week. What was less 
surprising to us wasthat the P.O.L., 
like so many others, is now very 
much a victim of its own history. 

In the ten years he was chief of 
the Library, F.W.G. tried to bring 
the Victorian conception of a 
science library to terms with an 
utterly unforeseen growth in pub- 
lishing and with the contem- 
porary development and refine- 
ment of information needs. When, 
for instance, a speaker at an 
Aslib conference during the last 
war, complained bitterly of the 
“worthy ex-sergeants and ex- 
bo’suns fumbling among 
Comptes Rendus and Zentrall- 
blatts in some of our great 


that he eventually contrived the 
disappearance of this ex-Service 
element from the Library. 

In choosing F.W.G.’s successor 
the Commissioners did rather the 
unexpected and in many respects 
broke with tradition. For as the 
first woman ever to head the 
P.O.L., Miss Webb walked into 
the new job on her thirty-seventh 
birthday, at a salary that would 


| be the envy of many another 


| Webb went back to the field of | 


the | 


Government libraries”, they must | 


have blushed at the P.O. It was 


one of F.W.G.’s minor triumphs | 


chief librarian. And compared 
with: others the Commissioners 
had on their short list, M.F.W.’s 
was a name relatively unknown 
professionally. 

There was the conventional 
start, at Southwark public library 
from 1940 to 1944; but with even- 
ing classes and the A.L.A. by 


1942, the grass was scarcely grow- | 


ing beneath her feet. Called to do 
national service in 1944, M. F. W. 
became a development engineer 
with Cossors, doing research work 
on cathode ray tubes. Then—with 
implications which never fail to 
evince admiration—she studied 
in her spare time for a London 
degree and pulled off a B.Sc. in 
physics and maths. by 1950. The 
same year marked her return to 
the library and information world, 
this time as an information officer 
under Fullman with the old-estab- 
lished information department of 
the 

R.A. 1952, Miss 


in Euston. In 


radio, spending the next three 


years with Mullards, building up | 
a library and information service | 


for the parent firm and one of its 
subsidiaries. Her next move, to 


at Battersea, was 
significant in a number of ways. 


The £7 m. firm of Morgans and | 
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British Non-Ferrous Metals | 


the Patent Office Library, as 
happens, have one small factor | 
common—they are both ce: 
tenarians. For years Morga: 
have been associated with an exten 
sive range of carbon and graphit 
products—which prove to be mo: 
interesting than they sound 
well as refractories and crucibk 
They have a large, ugly facto: 
flanking the river and a curio: 
pride in the largest chimney 
Battersea. One of the brain-wa\ 
of a thrusting development peri: 
at Morgans after the war was 
decision to set up an inform 


_ tion department. When M.F.\W 


went to Battersea in 1955 it wa 
to create this new departme: 
very nearly from nothing. It is mn 
secret that there were those ; 
Morgans who reserved their judg 
ment. 

When Miss Webb left them 
month ago, Morgans possessed 
Technical and Commercial In 
telligence Department running the 
whole gamut of information work, 
with a qualified, specialist staff o! 
sixteen which the management 
plans to double in the next 5 years 
Miss Webb herself was conducting 
the company’s patents and trade 
mark business, and, as head of the 
Intelligence Department, had be 
come the only woman manager in 
the company. 

It is clearly a compliment to 
M.F.W. that Morgans have an 
nounced that they are prepared 
to consider appointing her succes- 
sor to the board of their subsidiary 
research company, at £2,000. 

Miss Webb has now succeeded 
to a library which is big, old, 
in many respects thoroughly un 
que and in some justly famou 

There is pleasure, naturally, that 
this key appointment has gone | 
a member of the L.A.—althoug! 
in Miss Webb’s case this was clea: 
ly only one of a number 
recommendations for a difficu! 


_ job. Another was undoubtedly tha 
| the Morgan Crucible Company | 
particularly | 


at Morgans M.F.W. was workin, 
for exacting masters and satisfic: 
them. Perhaps another was th 
red hair. 











Students’ Tour of Germany 


HAT has now become the annual study tour of libraries on the 

Continent was made by a group of 15 students, accompanied by 
Mr. E. P. Dudley, from the Library School at the North Western Poly- 
technic. Again libraries in the German Federal Republic were visited—in 
Cologne, Dortmund, Bremen and Hamburg. In all these major cities the 
striking growth of the public library movement was immediately apparent ; 
it is difficult to believe that its vitality springs from the most slender pre- 


war foundations. 


Open-access lending libraries 
are now the rule, although for 
comparison we were shown 
Cologne’s sole remaining closed- 
access library. Library buildings 
everywhere showed the benefits of 
the closest co-operation between 
architects, interior designers and 
librarians. The group were struck, 
too, by the quality of the profes- 
sional staff as shown in their evi- 
dent delight in discussing their 
achievements and problems. (But 
all professional librarians attend | 
a 3-year full-time course.) When 
their buildings and services were 
admired, they were not slow to 
point out the need for more service 
points and more books, for many 
libraries have a ratio of only | 
book for every 3 inhabitants. 


Children’s libraries 


Services for children and youth 
(usually the service for the two 
groups is separately provided) 
were well-developed, particularly 
impressive examples being the 
youth libraries in the vocational 
schools (Berutsschule) at Bremen 
and Dortmund. This short report 
must end with an appreciation of | 
the care and hospitality shown by | 
the German librarians. In all the 
cities the group was received by 
the Chief Librarian and some of 
his senior colleagues and con- 
ducted around the libraries and 
entertained at more informal 
functions (e.g. a four-hour session 
with wine in the RATSKELLER at 
Bremen). 


The success of this all too short 
tour was largely due to the assis- 
tance given by the Secretary of 
the German Public Libraries | 


| L.U.C. 


Association. Any librarian con- 
sidering a solitary expedition or 
the organization of a group visit 
to German libraries is invited to 
write to: 


Horst Ernestus, 

Deutscher Biichereiverband e. v., 
BERLIN, S.W. 61. 

Gitschiner Strasse 97-103 


stating his requirements. 


Teleprinter link with 
the L.U.C. 


Local Government 
Salary Claim 


It was announced on 2nd May 
by the staff side of the Local 
Government National Joint Coun- 
cil that a salary claim has been 
submitted. The claim is for all 
local government A.P.T. and 
clerical posts but excludes chief 
officers. These will be considered 
separately. 


The increases asked for range 
from £15 for junior staff now 
receiving £210 annually, £45 for 
staff at the top of the General 
Division, to £125 for senior staff 
on a salary of £1,375. 


This claim which, if successful, 
may benefit many local govern- 
ment librarians is entirely in- 
dependent of the  librarian’s 


| grading award which is being 
| negotiated separately. 


Two of the libraries in the London | 
Metropolitan region are to use | 


the G.P.O. teleprinter service, 
which will connect them directly 
to the London Union Catalogue, 
in an experiment to speed up inter- 
loans. 


After discussions with the Area 


Telephone Manager, first Wands- | 


worth and then Lambeth were 
offered a free trial of teleprinter 
facilities. 

£4 a week 


If the trial proves that the tele- | 


printer were practicable and econo- 
mically worthwhile, the idea is 


ultimately to bring all of the 30 | 


libraries into the tele- 


printer circuit. 
The all-in charge to each library 


adopting a teleprinter link would 
be £200 a year. 





to 
Library’s appeal fund. The total 
so far donated to the fund now 
stands at about £16,300. 
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Gillingham considers 
Five-day Week 


The 5-day working week (with 
Saturday off) has been under con- 
sideration at Gillingham. It has been 
granted for the Municipal Buildings 
except that the Buildings will remain 
open on Saturday mornings with 
skeleton staff. It was generally con- 
ceded that the libraries could not be 
closed on Saturdays but, by way of 
compensation for the awkward hours 
which were worked by the libraries 
staff, they will be granted three 
days’ annual leave in addition to their 
normal entitlement. 





Mr. 
Street, 


H. G. Short, 19 Albert 
South Perth, Western 


| Australia, who is shortly becoming 


| Associated Television Ltd. have | 


_ given £1,000 the London | 


a librarian at a large public 
library, would welcome contacts 
with public libraries in this coun- 


try and would like specimens of 


library stationery, 
material, etc. 


publicity 












THE PROBLEMS arising from 
the rapid increase in the number 
of new scientific journals were 
reviewed recently at a meeting in 
London of the Scientific Publica- 
tions Council. 

Some idea of the rate of growth 
was given by Dr. D. J. Urquhart, 
head of the Lending Library Unit. 
He said that the Science Museum 
Library is adding to its periodical 
collection at the rate of about 700 
new titles a year, or nearly two 
titles a day. And present indica- 
tions are that with the develop- 
ment of new research institutions 
in China, Japan and _ other 
countries, this number is likely 
to go up to 1,000 or more new 
journals a year. Another speaker, 
Dr. B. M. Crowther (editor of 
Physics Abstracts) put the increase 
of scientific publications at be- 
tween 5 and 10 per cent annually. 
He compared scientific informa- 
tion to an iceberg—with more 
below the surface than appears 
on top. But latterly we have 
witnessed an unfortunate tendency 
to bring everything to the surface 
by publishing all the information 
available. 

A speaker from the Royal 
Society blamed this partly on 
a tendency in some circles to 
judge a scientist by the quantity 
rather than the quality of the work 
he published, and Dr. Crowther 
said that the habit of some workers 
of publishing the same material 
several times called for some 
discipline. The same work, he said, 
may appear first in a preliminary 
communication, then in various 
papers in national and _ inter- 
national journals, and again, with 
minor modifications, in congress 
reports and symposium volumes. 
In Dr. Crowther’s view many of 
the increasing number of con- 
ference publications now appear- 
ing seem unnecessary: they con- 
tain little that is of permanent 
value and might be better if they 
were not published. 





The director of the Ciba Foun- 
dation said that a major cause of 
reduplication is the insistence by 
university and other committees 
that those attending meetings 
should give a paper in order to 
get their expenses. Putting the 
view of the abstractor, Dr. R. K. 
Callow said the abstractor often 
finds himself abstracting the same 
work two or three times; and 
much of the work coming from 
some countries is _ practically 
worthless. Also referring overseas, 
Dr. Crowther observed that some 
of the smaller foreign universities 
start new journals apparently for 
the sole purpose of acquiring 
other journals by exchange, and 
many of these he described as 
being practically valueless. Or. 
Callow called for a return to 
scientific ethics in ensuring that 
a paper accepted for publication 
is really worth publishing, and Dr. 
Crowther asked that if more work 
needs to be published, why not 
increase the size of some of the 
existing journals ? 

Four titles per head 


The advice of Dr. C. C. N. Vass 
(editor of International Abstracts 
of Biological Sciences) was always 
to buy volume one of a new 
journal, for all the best papers 
were there; it was often the only 
one worth buying and anyway it 
would quickly be unobtainable. 
Dr. Urquhart said that scientists 
are not reading more to keep 
abreast of the greater output; 
inquiry had shown that few of 
them, in fact, regularly read more 
than three or four titles. 

No profit expected 

Speaking for the publishers, 
Mr. T. H. Clare (director of 
Edward Arnold Ltd.) said it was 
his personal experience that new 
journals were often started with- 
out any expectation of an im- 
mediate financial return. A pub- 
lisher might agree to start a new 
scientific journal mainly for 
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Too Rich a Harvest of Journals 


reasons of prestige or because it 
might bring him into contact with 
the prospective authors of profit- 
able books. A journal is less 
seasonal than many other forms 
of publishing and it provides a 
useful way of keeping skilled 
compositors regularly occupied 
and so spreading the publisher’s 
overheads. 


Standards fall 


Another speaker pointed out that 
while some publishers may play 
a passive part, there are others 
who are active in persuading 
scientists to start new journals. 
Some of the journals started in 
this way have been successful; but 
with others the editors have found 
it hard to get sufficient good 
manuscripts to keep them going, 
so that standards have tended to 
fall. There should be enough 
journals to ensure the prompt 
publication of any worthwhile 
research, but not so many as to 
produce the reduplication and 
lowering of standards that is the 
current complaint. 


Mr. R. W. David (president of 
the Publishers’ Association) sum- 
med up the problem of too many 
journals as falling into two parts. 
There is first the problem of 
scientists writing too much: this 
can only be solved by the scientists 
themselves, he said. They must 
agree to resist the blandishments 
of the less scrupulous publishers, 
who cannot be controlled in any 
other way. It is natural that 
publishers should be keen to build 
up scientific lists, and they may 
not be really capable of judging 
quality. 

The other part of the problem, 
in Mr. David’s opinion, was that 
even if the scientists agreed to 
exercise due restraint in writing, 
there would still be increasingly 
more material than can be digested 
by those for whom it is written. 

(Adapted from Nature, 2nd 
April 1960.) ' 
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The “‘teenage week’ just held 
in the Plymouth Central Library 
with the theme Accent on Adven- 
ture has attracted audiences of 
a hundred or more youngsters and 
aroused interest in many books 
about the subjects treated. 

Plymouth’s first trade directory 
has just been published by the 
public library. It will probably be 
the basis for a bigger and more 
comprehensive volume for more 
general distribution. Nearly 1,000 
firms are listed in alphabetical 
order; at the end there are sections 
devoted to trades and professions. 

* *x * 

The llth (1958) edition of 
Unesco’s Index Translationum 
shows that Russia still leads the 
way. During 1958 the U.S.S.R. 
headed the list with a total of 
nearly 4,500 published translations 
into all its various languages; 
while Lenin remained the world’s 
most translated author, with 209 
translations of his works pub- 
lished during the same period. 

* * * 

The April issue of the Geo- 
graphical Magazine is devoted to 
atlases and mapmaking; it con- 
tains articles on early atlases, 
current atlases, the Ordnance 
Survey, modern surveying 
methods, guidebooks and maps. 

* * * 


A bequest of up to £10,000 has 
been placed on trust for the deve- 
lopment of the Isle of Wight 
county library service at Ryde. 
The gift forms part of the estate 
of Mr. G. R. Brigstock over which 
Dr. John Dockray, who died 
recently, had powers of disposal. 

In his will, Dr. Dockray pro- 
vided for a sum of between five 
and ten thousand pounds to be 
put to the use of the library at 
Ryde within the next five years. It 
is expected that the money will 
help make possible the county’s 
long-delayed plan to move the 
Ryde library into the building 
occupied by the School of Art. 


BRIEFLY 


Lowestoft are to provide lib- 
raries in their secondary schools at 
a cost of nearly £5,000. 

* *” * 

The 1959 edition of Microtext in 
the form of Opaque Cards and 
transparent microfiches: Review 
of Progress, by Geo. H. Davison, 
has just been published. Mr. 
Davison has kindly agreed to 
supply copies free of charge (so 
long as stocks last), of this excel- 
lent survey of micro-reproductions. 

Send 8d. in stamps to: Geo. H. 
Davison, Secretary, United Steel 
Companies Ltd., Research and De- 
velopment Dept., Swinden Labs., 
Moorgate, Rotherham. 

* + * 

Southport’s new gramophone 
record library make use of printed 
“clock dials”, one for each side 
of every record, on which can be 
noted details of scratches or super- 
ficial damage. 

* * *” 

A luminated ceiling covering 
nearly the whole area of the main 
lending department has been used 
in the recently opened Harrow 
Green branch library at Leyton 
(London). Claimed to eliminate 
glare and shadow, the ceiling 
consists of corrugated, translucent 
plastic sheets supported by light 
metal track, and above it are 
large roof-lights for admitting 
natural light and a bank of 
fluorescent tubes for artificial 
lighting. Pendant fittings between 
bays supplement the top lighting 
from the ceiling. 

+ * * 

Nearly a half of the 2,680 or so 
staff of the Library of Congress 
have completed at least ten years’ 
service. In the record of a long 
service ceremony held recently in 
Washington, it is noted that the 
ten-year staff number over 800. 
that over 200 more have served 
twenty years, 108 members have 
thirty years service, and 26 of the 
staff have been with the Library 
forty years or more. 
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If Norwich’s experience is any 
guide, library work is fast becom- 
ing a wholly feminine occupation. 
Out of an establishment of 32 staff, 
only 5 are male. It was reported 
that ““We have only had one boy as 
a junior in the last ten years”’. 

- + + 


Mr. E. Leyland, a former chief 
librarian of Chingford (Essex) and 
borough librarian of Waltham- 
stow, becomes headmaster of 
Normanhurst, a private prepara- 
tory school in Chingford, in 
September. Mr. Leyland has be- 
come well known as a children’s 
author, with over 300 titles to his 
name. 

* * * 

The L.A. Library now possesses 
microfilms of the Manual of uni- 
versity and college practice, by 
Woledge and Page, for long out- 
of-print. From the films xero- 
graphic prints can be supplied 
by Rank-Xerox Ltd. for libraries 
requiring them. 

* * a 


The staff of Cornwall’s new 
mobile library based on Bodmin 
were agreeably surprised by their 
first reader who borrowed “a light 
one for the wife” and left them a 
crate of broccoli in appreciation. 

* * * 


A separate homework room ac- 
commodating about 40 school- 
children has been provided in a 
new £20,000 branch library 
opened at Folkestone recently. 
The stock will consist of about 
800 reference books and a 
qualified member of the staff will 
be on duty as adviser. Five 
thousand leaflets have been dis- 
tributed to advertise the ““home- 
work den” among the children 
of the area, and the authority are 
prepared to expand the room if 
there is the demand. A homework 
room is also one of the features 
of the £13,000 reconstruction of 
Wandsworth’s branch library at 
Tooting, to be ready in July. 





SCHOOLROOM TO THE NATION 


HAT the public library is underestimated as a force for informal | 

education was one of the major lessons to be drawn from a | 
survey described to the L.A.’s 1958 annual conference by Dr. Trena- | 
man, then of the B.B.C. This same point was given further emphasis | 
the following year when the Chairman of the Plymouth Public Libraries 
Committee (Ald. F. Stott) interpreted some of the preliminary findings | 
of a readership analysis which had been conducted that month in | 
Plymouth. (The analysis followed a sample taken earlier in the south- 
west, and noted in Liaison of February 1959.) 


Results of the Plymouth 
Readership Survey have now been 
reported in Outpost, the journal 
of the Devon and Cornwall 
division of the A.A.L. 

So far (says the report) most 
surveys have shed little light on 
what effect the reading of books 
they borrow has on their readers’ 
lives, nor on the life of the com- 
munity as a whole. The Plymouth 
Survey was a limited, first step 
towards assessing the influence 
of the public library as an educa- 
tive force compared with other 
sources of education. Its main 
hope was to find out the number 
of hours spent by Plymouth people 
in purposive reading—reading 
done with the aim of increasing 
knowledge, as distinct from read- 
ing for relaxation and entertain- 
ment. 

Interviews were carried out at 
both the central library and the 
branches during the first week of 
September last year, a period 
selected to include both school 
term and holidays. Readers were 
interviewed on the basis of a 
questionnaire carefully construct- 
ed to avoid giving undue emphasis 
to the main answers it sought to 
elicit, as this may have led to 
false results. 

Majority under fifty 

Three-quarters of those inter- 
viewed had used the library since 
childhood, and of all those now 
using the library 49 per cent are 
women, 37 per cent are men, and 
14 per cent are children. A break- 
down by age revealed that over 
80 per cent of the readers are 
under the age of 50. 

Encouragingly, only 23 per 
cent of those interviewed agreed 
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that television had reduced the 


_ County 


County Libraries 
Conference 


Nearly two hundred libra- 
rians from thirty counties 
were in Norwich for the 
Libraries Section 


1960 Week-end School, 


time they spent reading, and some | 
qualified this by “at first, not | 


now’. Only one reader in three 
makes use of books as background 
reading to current events: the 
majority find newspapers, etc., 
sufficient for this. Again, as many 
as 46 per cent have never made 
use of the reference library. 


Thirty hours a week 


On the key factor—the amount 
of time spent in reading—the 


April 8th-1 1th, and the Sec- 
tion Committee organized 
an effective programme that 
more than justified their 


_journeys from as far away 


Survey found that while some | 


people still regularly devote as 
much as thirty hours a week to 


reading, the average time given | 


solely to reading material 


borrowed from the public library | 


was as high as more than eleven- 
and-a-half hours a week. Further 


questions elicited that 59 per cent | 
of this time was spent in reading | 


for relaxation and 41 per cent 


was productive of further know- | 


ledge. 


Statistics of formal education | 
in Plymouth show that something | 


like 334 million hours are spent 
each year by children attending 


primary, secondary and grammar | 
schools, at a cost of roughly | 


£2 m. Of this, Alderman Stott’s 
words to the 
were: “At the same time, the 


1959 Conference | 


Plymouth public library service | 


spending £80,000 a year—that is, 


one thirtieth of the sum spent on | 


formal education—is 


36 million hours of reading, of | 


providing | 


| 


which 15 million hours are de- | 


liberately self-sought education 


and personal 


self-development. | 


They represent, I submit, the most | 
significant act of voluntary educa- | 


tion occurring in our society.” 


as Stirling and Dorset. 


The theme was “The function 
of County Library Headquarters” 
and a variety of policy and practice 
was revealed in discussions stimu- 
lated by papers from Mr. E. H. 
Roberts, Lindsey and Holland 
County Librarian, on ‘County 
Library Headquarters Organiza- 
tion’, Mr. E. F. Ferry, Deputy 
County Librarian, Derbyshire, on 
*‘Book selection: methods and 
policy”, and Mr. E. M. Broome, 
North Riding County Librarian, 
on “Request and ancillary 
services”. 

K. A. STOCKHAM 
Notts. County 


Public Library Buildings 


To assist those authorities con- 
templating new library building 
and to encourage others to review 
their services critically, the Library 
Association has sent copies of a 
new booklet to each public library 
throughout the country. The 
booklet Public Library Buildings: 
the way ahead, is attractive, well 
illustrated and gaily coloured, and 
sets out vital statistics of library 
provision, briefly and vividly. It 
is hoped that chiefs will purchase 
additional copies for committee 
use; students should find it stimu- 
lating and a basis for discussion. 
Copies are now available from the 
Secretary, price Is. each. 


ASHFORD KENT 











